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Dear Colleagues,  

I wish to thank you for inviting me to contribute to this 

important webinar, as the Executive President of Europa Nostra 

who happens to be an archaeologist. As you know, Europa 

Nostra is the European Voice of Civil Society committed to 

preserving the tangible and intangible values of Cultural 

Heritage. As a forceful advocate of the need to place culture and 

cultural heritage at the very heart of the revival and the future 

of Europe, we have been campaigning - in an impartial and 

objective way - to save endangered heritage all over Europe. 

Europa Nostra has a wide network covering “La Grande 

Europe” meaning all countries of the Council of Europe. Ever 

since the start of our movement, almost 60 years ago, we have 

had a strong link with Greece. We have a highest esteem for the 

way in which Greece has - over the last decades - approached 

the conservation and enhancement of archeological remains. 

Your country has indeed become a leader of Excellence and 

Best Practice in the field of Cultural Heritage. This was widely 

acknowledged, among others, by a series of prominent 

European Heritage Awards which Europa Nostra runs in 

partnership with the European Union: As many as 31 awards 

were given to Greek projects or personalities in the last 20 years.   



Among our awards given for outstanding work in the field of 

conservation, let me mention the archaeological site of 

Galerius’ Palace in Thessaloniki (2008), the archaeological site 

of Ancient Messene (2011), the Propylaea Central Building of 

the Acropolis in Athens (2013) and also the award honoring the 

outstanding work of the Committee for the Conservation of the 

Acropolis Monuments (2013). You can be proud that Greece is 

today recognised as a worldwide example for the impeccable 

quality of its approach to the study, preservation and 

dissemination of archeological heritage.  

Coming to the specific topic of our discussion, the preservation 

of the outstanding antiquities recently discovered in 

Thessaloniki, Europa Nostra urges the Greek authorities to 

apply to this case this same rigour and the same high quality of 

conservation in line with the highest standards of national and 

European practice. Echoing the authoritative views expressed 

by so many experts from Greece and from Europe and beyond, 

we are convinced that the proposed plan for removal and 

replacement of the archaeological remains recently discovered 

during the excavations made at the location which was 

supposed to be “the Venizelos Metro Station” in Thessaloniki 

will lead to the irretrievable loss of the authenticity of 

outstanding archaeologic evidence. 

Indeed, it would be an inexcusable mistake to undervalue the 

significance of these archaeologic remains. Although these 

remains do not express monumentality, 

they represent irreplaceable tangible testimonies of many layers 

of history. As you know, from the 4th to the 9th century CE, 

Thessaloniki was among those cities where Hellenic, Roman 

and Judaeo Christian cultural elements met and interacted so as 

to forge a truly European cultural synthesis contributing to the 

gradual development of a European cultural identity. For this 

reason, we strongly believe that the remains have the highest 

significance for Europe as a whole and not just for Greece.  



Let me add that the visible archaeological remains are 

inseparable from the layering under these visible ones, which 

go back to the foundation of the city by Cassander in 4th century 

BCE. Therefore, these antiquities constitute a depository of 

invaluable knowledge, which will be irreparably lost if any 

dismantling work is allowed, especially without having 

a detailed information and knowledge of the lower layering, 

which to date is undetected and unpredictable. 

Europa Nostra and I therefore wish to renew our appeal to the 

authorities concerned to ensure the preservation in situ of the 

outstanding antiquities discovered at the location of the 

Venizelos Metro Station. Transforming this Metro Station in an 

invaluable archaeological site open for domestic and foreign 

visits is the way forward, especially since another Metro Station 

is located only 400 meters further. We are confident that the 

citizens of Thessaloniki and Greece would approve this minor 

adaptation of the initial plans for the future metro line in order 

to allow a proper preservation of an important testimony of the 

exceptional history of this city and the entire region which 

would eventually lead to the inscription of the heritage 

ensemble of Thessaloniki on the prestigious UNESCO World 

Heritage List. 

 

 

 

 


